
prized by residents 
and add to property 
values.

If  the property is 
annexed by the City 
of  Shoreline, Shore-
line would assume 
emergency service. 
Currently, EMTs 
from Shoreline or 
King County are 
not authorized to 
go into Snohomish 
County. The five 
residences in the 
u n i n c o r p o r at e d 
area are now served 
only by Snohomish 
County EMTs.

County  taxes 
from the property 
would go to Sno-
homish County, but 
city taxes would go 
to whichever city 
annexes it. How-
ever, tax revenue is 
not the main con-
cern for Shoreline. 
Whichever city annexes the property could 
draft regulations to control the height and 
extent of  the project, but this could not be 
done if  the property were to be developed 
prior to any annexation.

Increased traffic a major issue
A second major issue is the traffic impact 

on the Richmond Beach community. Cur-
rently, Richmond 
Beach Road is rated 
as underutilized; 
with the addition of 
a 4-way stop light 
at the intersection 
of  15th NW, traffic 
experts say it could 

handle significantly more traffic. Residents 
might feel otherwise. The addition of  a 
Sounder station at Point Wells might pos-
sibly alleviate some of  the traffic.

The Snohomish County Council held 
a meeting on February 24 in which the 
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Photo right: The bloodmobile will return to 
Shoreline on March 14

Point Wells prime topic at February General Meeting

project was to be discussed. A number of 
items were planned to be covered in the 
meeting, and there was no assurance how 
much time would be spent on Point Wells. 
Unfortunately, this newspaper was at the 
printer by that time—too early to provide 
coverage of  the meeting, and too late to no-
tify those who would have liked to attend. 
For news regarding that meeting go to the 
Snohomish County or RBCA web sites

Richmond Beach does not have the 
funds for legal representation, and there is 
no assurance that the City of  Shoreline will 
have the same concerns as we at Richmond 
Beach do. It is vital that residents make their 
views known. We need to present a strong, 
coordinated voice to the Snohomish City 
Council, stating the views of  Richmond 
Beach residents. There is still some limited 
time for public input after the February 
24th meeting, but the exact cut off  date for 
public comment is a little uncertain, so the 
sooner you act, the better. 

A spirited discussion of  the Point Wells 
project dominated the February General 
Meeting of  the Richmond Beach Com-
munity Association. Joe Tovar, Planning 
Director for the City of Shoreline, spoke and 
responded to questions from the approxi-
mately 75 people who attended, although 
some questions do not yet have answers.

Tovar stated that both the City of 
Shoreline and the Town of  Woodway are 
interested in annexing the Point Wells 
property. However, annexation would hap-
pen only if  the property owner, Paramount 
Northwest, wishes it to happen. The prop-
erty lies in Snohomish County, and would 
remain there, even if  it were to be annexed 
by Shoreline. It is not unprecedented for a 
city to extend across two counties.

Scope of project questioned
Snohomish County states that the 

property is appropriate for mixed urban 
use, and has drafted a Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement (DSEIS), 
which will be published in March. Their 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment would 
change the site from “Urban Industrial” 
to “Urban Center.” The current version, 
a 646-page document, is available through 
the City of  Shoreline website: http://shore-
linewa.gov/index.aspx?page=176. 

Paramount’s initial proposal was for 
1400 residential dwellings. However, their 
rezoning application to Snohomish County 
indicated the project might include up to 
3500 residential dwellings, a population of 
6400, between 60,000 and 70,000 square 
feet of  commercial space (largely of-
fice), and additional 
retail space. This 
is an increase of 
two to three times 
what  Paramount 
initially estimated. 
Mark Wells, a rep-
resentat ive  f rom 
Paramount, said these are the company’s 
theoretical numbers, which they included 
in their application to cover the absolute 
maximum, but they are not necessarily 
planning that the development will be that 
large. The project is in its very early stages, 
and it will be some time before all legal 
requirements have been resolved. Plans 
have yet to be drawn up. A cleanup of  the 
site to make it safe for construction would 
also be time-consuming.

Fire, police and ambulance service a 
concern

Emergency service to the development 
was discussed extensively. If  the property 
is annexed by Woodway, that town would 
be responsible for fire, police, and am-
bulance coverage. However, there is no 
quick access to Point Wells from Woodway, 
and because of  the steep, 250-foot-high 
embankment between them it is unlikely 
that a road could be put through to di-
rectly connect them. Emergency vehicles 
would have to reach the property from 
Richmond Beach Road, which would be 
a time-consuming trip. 

Two of  Woodway’s concerns are that 
the development might block views, and 
it might emit enough light to pollute 
their dark evenings—both of  which are 

Upcoming Events
By Tom Petersen

The next Community Meeting is Tuesday, 
March 10, at 7:30 p.m. Joe Tovar, Planning Di-
rector for the City of Shoreline, will return to 
answer more questions and give the latest news 
about the proposed Point Wells development. 
The meeting will be in the basement of the 
Richmond Beach Congregational Church. 

Bloodmobile
The Puget Sound Blood Center mobile 

unit will be in front of the Fire Safety Center 
at the corner of Richmond Beach Road and 
20th Ave NW on Saturday, March 14, from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Reservations can be 
made online at www.psbc.org, or by calling 
800-398-7888; however, reservations are not 
required—just walk up!

If  you are in good health, over 18 years 
of age and over 110 pounds you can donate. 
It takes only about 45 minutes to answer a 
questionnaire, donate, and have juice and 
snacks. You can donate every eight weeks; 
many people in Richmond Beach have made 
it part of  their routine. New donors are 
always needed. It’s a great way to help your 
community. One pint of blood can save as 
many as three lives.

More information can be found on the 
PSBC website. The coordinator for Rich-
mond Beach is Tom Petersen, who can be 
reached at 206-546-4865. 

Park Clean Up
Save the date: Saturday, April 25 will be 

Park Clean Up Day at Richmond Beach 
Community Park, by the library. This will be 
a special event, as we will be painting the wall 
on the east and north sides of the park. We’ll 
need a lot of volunteers! Details will be in the 
next issue of the Community News.

Make sure you are heard!
Please do not put it off. Write letters or e-mails clearly stating what your specific 

concerns about the Point Wells project are and why, and identify yourself. Letters can be 
addressed to the City of Shoreline, the Richmond Beach Community Association and/or 
the Snohomish County Council, but copies should go to all parties involved.

City of Shoreline (Attention: Joe Tovar, Planning Director and Steven M. Cohen, Senior 
Planner), 17500 Midvale Avenue N., Shoreline, WA 98133, schon@shorelinewa.gov; 
jtovar@shorelinewa.gov

Snohomish County Planning Commission (Attention: Steve Skorney, Project Manager, 
Planning and Development Services), 3000 Rockefeller Avenue, Everett, WA 98201, 
425-452-331. steve.skorney@co.Snohomish.wa.us

Richmond Beach Community Association (Attention: Ed Adams), Box 60186, Shoreline, 
WA 98160, www.richmondbeachwa.org; ed.adams@macmiller.com

Bob Ferguson, King County 1st District Council Member, 516 Third Avenue, Room 1200, 
Seattle, WA 98104. 206-296-1024, fax 206-296-0198. bob.ferguson@kingcounty.gov.

Paramount Northwest (Attention: Mark Wells) mwells@ppcla.com

Both the City of Shoreline and the Town of Wood-
way are interested in annexing the Point Wells 
property. However, annexation would happen 
only if the property owner wishes it to happen. 

Please recycle this newspaper
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How can we 
possibly be at 
the March issue 
already? When 
you are little, 
you always hear 
the older folks 
say, “Time just 
goes way too 
fast  and that 
you should just 
enjoy the time 
you’re at in your 

life.” I always thought they were crazy and 
couldn’t wait to get older. 
Somehow, I have become 
that older person. I don’t 
know when it happened, 
how it happened or what I 
was doing at the time, but 
it has happened. I’m now 
the guy asking “Where 
did the time go?” Here is 
just a quick look ahead at 
the calendar. (These are approximate dates 
depending on when you get this issue.)

We have just this many days until:
 30  Potential new board members need 

to have their memberships in to the 
RBCA 

 70  The Strawberry Festival 
 71  Mother’s Day 
 73  The May RBCA General Meeting 

when the new officers come on board 
and we present the Marge Unruh 
Community Service Awards 

 86  Memorial Day 
 114  Father’s Day 
 117  The end of the school year 
 127  The 4th of July 
 156  Seafair Sunday 
 158  National Night-out Against Crime 
 176  Celebrate Shoreline Day 
 177  The Sandcastle Building Contest 
 192  Labor Day
 193  The first day of school

Say it with me: “Where did the time go?”
As you can see from the above paragraphs, 

as always, there will be a lot going on in our 
little neighborhood over the next number of 
months. Another thing that is going on and 
will be going on, and will take some close 
monitoring by all of us, is the redevelopment 
of  Point Wells. This was the topic of  our 
February General Meeting and will be again 
in March. An article on page 1 addresses 
the February meeting in more detail. As we 
sit here today looking at the future of the 
project, we can say, “We have plenty of time 
to get to know what the project will be.” I 
don’t want any of us to get too comfortable 
in that line of  thinking—this is especially 
true for me. 

Although there are Final Environmental 
Impact Statements to write, hearings, public 
comment periods, rebuttals, selection of the 
architects and engineers, designs to be sub-
mitted, re-designs, permits to be applied for, 
demolition to be done, environmental clean 
up, inspections, grading of the site, construc-
tion, final inspections and occupancy, that 
doesn’t leave a lot of time on some of the 
issues. Snohomish County had a hearing on 
the project on February 24th, which is after 

The Richmond Beach Community News is 
published monthly September through June 
by the Richmond Beach Community Asso-
ciation. Editorial opinions expressed do not 
necessarily represent those of the Community 
Association. News items, photos, letters to the 
editor and calendar listings must be submitted 
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The Richmond Beach Community News 
welcomes letters to the editor and articles 
of  opinion. For verification purposes only, 
letters must include name, address, telephone 
number, and signature. We reserve the right to 
edit letters for length.

Richmond Beach Community Association DUES FORM
  Dues are $15 per person, per year
Please make checks payable, and return this form to:  Richmond Beach Community Association, Attn. Scott Keeny,

P.O. Box 60186, Shoreline, WA 98160-0186

First name(s): Last name(s): Street:

City, State, Zip:

Phone, e-mail:

Join now and support the Richmond Beach community. There are many opportunities to be involved; you and your
family will enjoy the fun and satisfaction of working with others to make our community a better place to live.

Please add my name to the mailing list because I currently do not receive the Richmond Beach Community News in
the mail

Please send me e-mails regarding upcoming community events and meetings

Please add me to your list of volunteers for community events and other help as needed

President’s message
Random thoughts with Ed
By Ed Adams

the deadline for this issue. Look for the April 
issue to have more information on what hap-
pened at the hearing at the February 24th 
hearing, with some comments from the City 
of  Shoreline. The Snohomish County and 
the City of Shoreline web sites will be the 
best place to get up-to-date information and 
progress reports of the project. The RBCA 
has established a committee to watch over the 
proceedings and stay up to speed on what is 
going on. If  you would like to be a part of 
the committee, please e-mail RBCA board 
members Steve Kerr, Jack Malek or Scott 
Becker to join the team. Get on board so that 

it is not you who is saying, 
“Where did the time go?”

One more item that we 
need to be thinking about 
as the weather changes and 
the days get longer is neigh-
borhood safety. As the tem-
perature heats up, more of 
our neighbors are out on 
the streets. From the nice 

little old lady who finally gets to go out and 
take her little poodle for a walk without its 
sweater, to the teenager on his skateboard 
listening to his iPod, to the young family out 
with the little ones, we all need to keep every-
one in mind. You can’t assume that they will 
be watching you. The streets of Richmond 
Beach are not made for racing, we don’t have 
enough sidewalks to protect the residents and 
most everyone has one or two cars that don’t 
fit in the driveway. Please keep your neigh-
bor’s safety in mind while you’re out driving 
around. One major mistake in the car might 
lead to you ask, at the end of your prison 
sentence, “Where did the time go?”

Now go buy your mom a Mother’s Day 
card. You have only 70 more days.

We can say, “We have plenty of 
time to get to know what the [Point 
Wells] project will be.” I don’t want 
any of us to get too comfortable in 
that line of thinking.

   thumbs up! 
          thumbs down!

Send your submissions to:
Richmond Beach Community News
c/o Marge Mueller, Editor
E-mail: margeted@comcast.net
Fax: 206-533-0976
Mail: 1440 NW Richmond Beach Road, Unit 202,

Shoreline, WA, 98177. No phone calls, please.
For verification purposes submissions must 

include name, address and telephone number. We 
reserve the right to edit submissions for length.

The BAD thing about this neighbor-
hood is that everybody knows everybody 
else’s business. The GOOD thing about 
this neighborhood is that everybody knows 
everybody else’s business. 

My dad passed away January 26. In 
true form, our friends and neighbors in the 
community rallied. They made meals for 
my family. They asked how they could help. 
They gave hugs. They called. They emailed. 
They sent cards and flowers. Our house 
now looks like a cross between a florist 
shop and a Hallmark card shop. But more 
important than the material gifts, they gave 
us support with their kindness and caring 
to help us through this difficult time.

This is a wonderful community we 
live in. We know our neighbors; we know 
what’s going on with everyone; we take care 
of one another. You just don’t find that 
kind of support in every neighborhood. 
As my sister said when she saw the pile of 
thank you notes I was writing, “You must 
live in a REAL community.” 

—Sheri Ashleman

We would like to thank Chris Riveland 
for the generous donation she recently made 
to our community organization in remem-
brance of her late husband, Dale Riveland. 
The Rivelands have been phenomenal sup-
porters of the community over the years. 
Chris was honored with the Marge Unruh 
Community Service Award in 2007 for not 
only her many financial donations, but for 
being a contributing writer to the newspa-
per each month and providing homemade 
baked goods for various events. Her devo-
tion to the Richmond Beach community is 
inspirational to us all.

 —The RBCA Board

sunset school site considered for park
Securing a community vision for the future

A grassroots community 
group, along with the City of 
Shoreline and the Shoreline 
School District is exploring 
the opportunity to create a 
community park on the site 
of the recently closed Sunset 
Elementary School at 17800 
10th Avenue NW.

The Sunset site remains 
a popular and vital commu-
nity gathering place for many 
Shoreline residents. The 61⁄2-
acre property includes a 
blacktop area with several 
basketball hoops, room for bike riding and a 
covered play area. The large playfield is used 
regularly by local youth soccer and baseball 
teams. Playground equipment, which was 
made possible by community fundraising 
in addition to King County funds, is also 
enjoyed by many area families. A memorial 
garden honors two Sunset students who died 
in 2004. 

The School District has decided to keep 
the Sunset property in its land bank indefi-
nitely but does not foresee needing the site 
in the near or medium-term future. Because 
of the many community uses and the natural 
attributes of the site, both the School District 
and the City of Shoreline are interested in de-
veloping it as a community park. The school 
district and city are working together in a 
similar fashion at Paramount Park, the former 
site of Paramount Elementary School.

Recognizing that the Sunset property is an 
invaluable community asset and a cherished 
location for several generations of neighbor-
hood families, the grassroots citizen’s group, 
Friends of Sunset Park, is now leading a cam-
paign to raise $30,000 to pay for a profession-
ally facilitated visioning process to determine, 
as a community, what kind of park we would 

like to have. The process will include several 
community workshops and result in a final 
written report that will include recommen-
dations, design concepts and a cost analysis. 
With the active participation of all involved, 
the Sunset Park project will be strongly po-
sitioned for future development.

The Friends of Sunset Park encourage all 
interested citizens to get involved by making 
a donation, volunteering, and/or attending 
the community visioning workshops. Broad 
community support for this effort will result 
in a park that will be a long-term asset for 
all Shoreline citizens. 

For more information please e-mail 
sunsetparkfriends@gmail.com or send tax 
deductible donations to:

Friends of Sunset Park #105
18405 Aurora Ave N, Suite H
Shoreline, WA 98133

Playfields at the school site are heavily used
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RBCA award recognizes those who make a 
difference in our neighborhood

The Richmond Beach Community Associa-
tion (RBCA) is seeking nominations for the an-
nual Marge Unruh Community Service Awards.

The award was created in 1999 to recog-
nize individuals in Richmond Beach who get 
involved and make this a great place to live. 
Award winners receive a plaque and have their 
names engraved on a perpetual plaque. In 1999, 
Will Unruh accepted a plaque in memory of his 
wife, Marge Unruh, in whose honor the award 
is dedicated.

Recipients are chosen by a RBCA Board 
selection committee from nominations submit-
ted by residents. Everyone knows at least one 
person who deserves to be considered for this 
award. Please take the time to fill out the nomi-
nation form and return it by April 15th.

Criteria for selection is based on outstanding 
service to the community. Candidates can be a 
person, business or organization, and do not 
necessarily need to reside in Richmond Beach 
or be a member of the Community Association. 
Some examples include service to the Richmond 
Beach Community Association through board 
leadership, serving on standing committees or 
participation in RBCA activities; promotion of 
issues benefitting the community; fund raising 
for community projects; service to youth, elderly 
or disabled in the community; environmental 
service to the community; or beautification of 
the community.

Marge Unruh Community service Award nominations
RBCA Marge Unruh Community Service Award

Nomination Form
I would like to nominate:

Name: _______________________________________ Phone: ______________

Address: ____________________________________________________________

Because: (List service to Richmond Beach as well as other service out-
side the Richmond Beach community).

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

My name and phone number:

Name: _______________________________________ Phone: ______________

Send to:
RBCA/Community Service Award
P.O. Box 60186
Shoreline, WA 98160
OR
Deliver the completed form to any RB
Council board member

deadline:
April 15, 2009

Recipients will be announced at the May 
Richmond Beach Community Association 
general meeting on Tuesday, May 12.

Previous recipients

1999 Pizza Mia
 Grace Marshall
 Scott Keeny

2000 Susan Will
 Sheri Ashleman
 Karen Thielke

2001 Rick Ashleman
 Bill Clements
 Ron Greeley

2002 Maggie Fimia
 Linda Jo Pym
 Scott Jepsen

2003 Richmond Beach Congregational  
  Church
 Donna Spee
 John Thielke

2004 Everett Ellis
 Paul Gorgen
 Nancy Shaw

2005 Mary Bannister
 Dr. Art Kruckeberg
 Vladimir Oustambassidis

2006 Starla Hohbach
 Harley O’Neil
 Dave Bannister

2007 Jerry Girmus
 Sean and Christie Quigley
 Chris Riveland

2008 Scott Becker
 Anina Sill
 Melanie Granfor

brightwater Update
By Leslie Rankin

A Brightwater crew member inside the tunnel gets ready to install 
a section of the pipeline’s circular concrete lining. The two concrete 
“segments,” when hoisted into place and fitted together with four 
more segments, form a single concrete ring. When complete, the 
four-mile tunnel will have about 4,200 of the five-foot rings. 

When it has advanced five feet, the TBM then 
pauses and crews install a concrete lining to 
reinforce the newly excavated tunnel section. 
As the ring is being installed, excavated soils 
are removed from the tunnel by a small train 
and loaded onto a conveyor belt. The soils are 
later transported from the site by barge. 

When the cycle is completed, the TBM 
advances another five feet and the process 
begins again. This process is repeated up to 
22 times a day. 

The TBM is expected to reach the Bal-
linger Way portal at the end of this year.

Brightwater’s West Tunnel is one of 
four large-bore tunnels that will contain 

13 miles of  pipeline 
from Woodinville to 
Point Wells for King 
County’s new waste-
water treatment sys-
tem.

Fo r  q u e s t i o n s 
about Brightwater, 
email Brightwater@
kingcounty.gov. If you 
would like immedi-
ate information about 
construction, you can 
call the project’s 24-
hour construction line 
at 206-205-5989.

D e t a i l s  ab o u t 
Brightwater are also 
available on the project 
web site. Please note 
as of  January 2009 
the new Brightwa-
ter address is: http://
www.kingcounty.gov/
brightwater.

Brightwater’s West Tunnel continues to 
make steady progress eastward from Point 
Wells to its destination on Ballinger Way.

The tunnel boring machine (TBM) was 
launched in September, 2008 from Point 
Wells and has completed more than a mile 
of its four-mile journey. Right now the TBM 
is advancing an average of 80 to 100 feet a 
day, boring at depths of more than 300 feet 
below ground. 

The TBM is a large circular steel tube 15 
feet in diameter and about 40 feet long. As 
this giant “mole” begins each mining cycle, 
the cutterhead, the front piece of the TBM, 
slowly turns and its teeth grind into the earth. 

Four great events equal one spectacular weekend
By Sheri Ashleman

Back by popular demand is Richmond 
Beach’s Art Show and Strawberry Festival. 
Combining the events allows attendees to 
enjoy both sensational happenings in one con-
venient location. This is a blossoming celebra-
tion in the Richmond Beach community.

So much to do; so much to see!

43rd Annual Art Show
Friday, May 8, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., and Saturday, 
May 9, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friends of the Richmond Beach Library 
will be hosting its art show at the Richmond 
Beach Library. Artists wishing more informa-
tion can contact Karen Thielke at 542-3641 
or the Richmond Beach Library at 546-3522. 
Items must be hand crafted.

10th Annual Strawberry Festival
Saturday, May 9, from noon to 5:00 p.m.

Richmond Beach Community Association 
will be hosting its tenth annual Strawberry 
Festival at the Richmond Beach Community 
Park. The festival will feature music by local 
musicians, food from local restaurants, games 
and activities for kids and more! Sponsors are 
being sought to financially support two in-
flatables ($250 each) and the Shorewood High 
School Senior Photography Exhibit ($200). 
Volunteers are needed for set up, to run food 
booths, to help with games and activities and 
to clean up. If you would like to help with this 
exciting event, please contact Sheri Ashleman 
at 542-9147 or sbashle@aol.com.

Mother’s Day Plant Sale and Open House
May 8, 9, and 10. 

The MsK Rare and Native Plant Nursery’s 
annual Mother’s Day Sale has been a Rich-
mond Beach tradition for 21 years. Offering a 
diverse selection of unique exotic and hard-to-
find native plants, the nursery’s best selection 
of the year is available during the sale. All sale 
proceeds support the operation and mainte-
nance of the Kruckeberg Garden.

May 7 is a pre-sale event open to members 

of the Kruckeberg Botanic Garden Founda-
tion. New members are welcome to join at 
the sale. New this year: Also offered on May 
9 and 10 are free guided tours of the garden at 
1:00 p.m, and children’s activities throughout 
the day.

Due to limited parking near the garden, 
off-site parking and shuttle service to the sale 
are provided on May 8, 9, and 10. Visitors 
are encouraged to use the shuttle to reduce 
impact on the neighborhood. Details will be 
posted at www.kruckeberg.org as they become 
available.

Car Show
Saturday, May 9, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Richmond Beach Rehabilitation and Spe-
cialty Care has moved its annual Classic Car 
Show to coincide with the other exciting events 
going on this weekend. Friends, neighbors and 
car enthusiasts are invited to visit the rehab to 
view one of the best displays of classic cars 
around. For more information, contact Sandi 
Sweeters at 546-2666.

How do we become a ready neighborhood?
By Sheri Ashleman

The Map Your Neighborhood program 
provided by the City of Shoreline and be-
ing organized here by the Richmond Beach 
Community Association will help us become 
a Ready Neighborhood.

Why become involved? It’s about per-
sonal responsibility. It’s about preparing for 
a disaster before it occurs. It’s about being 
self-reliant and not depending on outside 
help, which might not be available during 
a disaster. It’s about protecting your loved 
ones, your property and your neighborhood. 
By not participating, you become a liability 
to yourself  and your neighbors. The reality 
is, neighborhoods might need to respond to 
fire, injuries and leaking natural gas during 
disasters. This program will teach you how.

Tons of fun at the Strawberry Festival. Photo by 
Bob Pfeiffer

How does it work? Neighborhoods are 
divided into pods of approximately 10 to15 
homes that are near to one another. A vol-
unteer from each pod hosts and facilitates a 
meeting. Volunteers hand deliver personal-
ized invitations to each home in their pod. 
Hosts are provided with a packet containing 
a training DVD and discussion guide, plus 
handouts for each pod member. The DVD, 
played during the meeting, provides step by 
step instructions for conducting the meeting. 
Meetings last approximately 90 minutes. 

There are several ways to make this pro-
cess work even if  you are not comfortable 
facilitating a meeting: If  you are willing to 
open your home for the meeting, perhaps one 
of the other neighbors in your pod is willing 

to facilitate. Another option is to contact one 
of the RBCA board members listed below, 
and they will facilitate the meeting for you.

Our community’s first pod meeting, facili-
tated by Peggy Williams Scott from the City 
of Shoreline was held January 24 at Sayre 
Elementary School. In addition to pod mem-
bers Jennifer Altena (Syre representative), 
Zenaida Baker, Sherry Edwards and Dick 
Warner, six guests attended to see how easy 
and fun it is to run a Map Your Neighbor-
hood meeting. Jennifer Altena, Ed Adams, 
Bob Hauck, and Karen Thielke all agreed to 
host meetings in their neighborhoods. Harley 

O’Neil will organize a meeting for neighbor-
hood businesses. Brian Branagan attended 
to learn how he can start this program in 
Innis Arden. 

The only question remaining then is: 
“When will you host your pod meeting?” 
Contact RBCA board members Sheri 
Ashleman at 542-9147 or sbashle@aol.com 
or Sherry Edwards at 546-3724 or dsma@
comcast.net to schedule a meeting. Our 
goal is to complete these meetings in 2009 
so Richmond Beach can proudly state that 
we are the first Ready Neighborhood in the 
City of Shoreline.
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Every Friday and Saturday Night
10:00 p.m.–12:00 a.m.

Bowling shoes included
Regular cost: $15.00

ART SALE
50% OFF!

FRAME IT!
Made to order wood and metal frames for

your art and your memories
Classic to contemporary styles

Preservation framing at its finest
Richmond Beach Classic Framing
1436 NW Richmond Beach Road • Shoreline

206-542-3007
Your neighborhood custom picture & art source

Your Neighborhood Accounting Service

June E. Howard, CPA
Individual, Business & Estate Taxes

All Accounting Services

Call for your appointment

542-8177
jeh.cpa@verizon.net

Jack Malek
Windermere RE / Shoreline
Direct: 206.498.2189
Office: 206.546.5731
jmalek@windermere.com
www.jackmalek.mywindermere.com

Stocks Tax advantaged investments
Mutual funds CDs
Bonds Money market funds
Government securities IRAs

…and much more. Call or stop by today!
Serving individual investors from more than 10,000
offices nationwide.

621-B NW RB Road
Shoreline, WA 98177
542-4930
www.edwardjones.com

Mark Anderson

Making Sense of Investing

What’s popping up at the  
Kruckeberg botanic Garden?
Tours, training, and volunteering are offered

Homegrown History
Nurserywoman profiled in Museum Exhibit

Please support our advertisers!

Gardening enthusiasts or those who just 
enjoy the scent of fresh blooming flowers will 
find a wealth of events and activities at the 
Kruckeberg Botanic Garden this spring. 

Free garden tours
First and third Saturday of each month from 
April through September, beginning at 1:00 
p.m. Tours last one hour.

The Kruckeberg Botanic Garden now of-
fers guided tours to the public for free. These 
docent-led tours provide an overview of the 
garden’s history, plant collection and points 
of interest.  The tours are a great introduction 
to the garden for new visitors, or for returning 
visitors who want to learn more.  

 A guided tour greatly enhances a visit 
to the garden by helping visitors spot the 
garden’s highlights and not-to-miss plant 
specimens. The Kruckeberg Botanic Garden 
Foundation, which operates the garden, is 
offering these free tours to help introduce 
the community to its newest public garden. 
The garden was purchased by the City of 
Shoreline in 2008 and is the latest addition 
to the city’s parks system. 

The free tours, which are last an hour. Pre-
registration is not required.  Longer, more 
in-depth tours focusing on the plant collec-

Garden, a unique woodland 
glen of  native and exotic 
plants and trees developed 
by Mareen and her botanist 
husband, UW Professor 
Emeritus Art Kruckeberg. In 
addition to her work in the 
garden and nursery, Mareen 
was an accomplished botani-
cal illustrator; her drawings 
appeared in ads for the nurs-
ery and accompanied her 
husband’s scientific articles. 

Mareen  Kruckeberg 
passed away in 2003 at the 
age of  77. In her lifetime 

she was at the forefront of the native plant 
movement, naturalistic landscape design, and 
wildlife-friendly gardening.

Today the MsK Nursery continues to sell 
plants in support of the Kruckeberg Botanic 
Garden Foundation, the nonprofit which op-
erates the garden. The botanic garden itself, 
in private hands for 50 years, was recently 
purchased by the City of Shoreline and will 
be preserved as a public gar-
den in perpetuity.

March is Women’s His-
tory Month. We in 

Shoreline are celebrating 
the contributions of a local 
nurserywoman Mareen S. 
Kruckeberg with an exhibit 
and talk at the Shoreline 
Historical Museum. The 
exhibit, “Mareen Schultz 
Kruckeberg: A Horticultural 
Legacy for the Washington 
Community” will be on dis-
play at the Shoreline Histori-
cal Museum through March 
14, 2009. It is made possible, 
in part, by a grant from the 
Washington Women’s History Consortium.

Landscape Architect Liz Birholz will 
speak at the museum about the life and sig-
nificance of Mareen Kruckeberg on Saturday, 
March 7, at 1:00 p.m. The event, “Mareen S. 
Kruckeberg: Cutting Knowledge Through 
her Legendary MsK Nursery,” is free and 
open to the public. The Shoreline Historical 
Museum is located at 749 North 175th Street 
in Shoreline. Hours are Tuesday-Saturday, 
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Admission is free.

Mareen S. Kruckeberg was a largely self-
trained horticulturist who made a name for 
herself  and her Richmond Beach nursery 
over a span of 45 years. Today, the nursery 
is the centerpiece of the Kruckeberg Botanic 

tion are also available for visitors interested 
in botany, gardening and ecology. 

Tour docent training 
March 22, March 29, April 5, and April 19, 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The Kruckeberg Botanic Garden offers 
tours and educational programs led by 
volunteer docents. At our spring classes do-
cents receive hands-on training and manuals 
containing information about the Garden 
and its plants. 

After completing the training, docents lead 
tour groups from garden clubs, senior centers, 
schools and the general public. Docents 
might also lead children’s educational activi-
ties in the garden. 

Tours of the plant collection
March 14th and 28th, 11:00 a.m. Tours last 2 
to 2½ hours. $10 per person

Two Saturdays a month in-depth tours of 

For details about any of the events 
and activities, check out the garden’s 

web site at http://www.kruckeberg.org 
or call 206-546-1281

See garden events, page 5

Dicentra formosa, west-
ern bleeding heart. 
Drawing by Mareen S. 
Kruckeberg

Mareen S. Kruckeberg
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Health check
Even more confused about bio-identical 
hormones since the oprah shows?
You are not alone! 

NOW OPEN FOR MONDAY DINNERS!
LUNCH: Tuesday–Friday 11:30–2:30 p.m.

Saturday–Sunday 12:00–4:00 p.m.

DINNER: Sunday–Thursday 4:00–9:00 p.m.
Friday–Saturday 4:00–9:30 p.m.

SPECIAL! 1⁄2 off all bottles of wine every Monday & Tuesday!

Pamper yourself!

All services including nails, spa pedicures, and skin care:
Permanent Makeup • Eyebrow & Eyelash Tint • Eyelash Extensions • Waxing

Removal: Age Spots, Acne, Sun Damage, Moles, Tattoo & Hair • Wrinkle Reduction

1437 NW. RB Rd., #B 2046 Westlake Ave. N. #201
Shoreline, WA 98177 Seattle, WA 98109

206-533-1200 206-285-3833

Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m.–7:00 p.m. • Sat 9:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.

20% OFF All Pedicure: $5 OFF
Service for New or

Customers Manicure: $3 OFF
Expires 2/28/09 Expires 2/28/09

Richmond Beach
Congregational Church

United Church of Christ
An Open and Affirming Congregation

Handicap Accessible
Sunday worship is at 10 a.m.

Sunday school and nursery care provided

We offer hospitable, joyful and meaningful
worship. We take the Bible seriously but not
literally. We seek to foster mutual respect as we
journey together in a diverse world.

“God is Still Speaking!”

Rev. Joy R. Haertig
Senior Pastor
206-542-7477
www.rbccucc.org

By Anina Coder Sill 

Advertisements placed in the 
Richmond Beach Community News 

are effective and inexpensive
•

 Contact Jerry Girmus at 206-546-5529 for 
information or to place an ad

book reviews
By Anina Coder Sill and Aarene Storms

My ‘70’s Book 
Darryll Sherman

www.dogearpublishing.net
99 pages $11.95

The author fondly recounts his memories 
as a Richmond Beach youth in the 1970s. 
He writes about the experiences that might 
be absent from the lives of  contemporary 
young people, including playing in vacant 
lots, building camps, riding bikes, having 
squirt gun fights, sharing family meals, and 
taking family car trips. This book is an en-
joyable, fast read, and Darryll encourages 
his readers to record their own childhood 
memories. Bottom line–there is more stuff  
in our children’s lives now, but there isn’t 
necessarily more quality. 

The Graveyard Book 
Neil Gaiman
Harper Collins Publishers
312 pages, $17.99

A toddler narrowly escapes the murderer 
who has killed his family by wiggling out 
of his crib and meandering down the dark 
night street into the graveyard where he is 
protected by–and accepted by–the ghosts 
of people buried there.  This collection of 
stories (the 2009 Newbery Medal winner) 
concerns the boyhood of Nobody Owens, ad-

opted by ghosts 
and educated 
in the ways of 
the world (this 
world and the 
next world) 
by good peo-
ple who just 
happen to be 
dead.

Only Neil 
G a i m a n 
would have 
t w i s t e d 
Kipling’s Mowgli 
stories into this wondrous tale of death 
and life.  Though the tales are dark, there is 
plenty of light.  Each chapter stands alone 
(several have been published elsewhere as 
short stories), and yet the entire tale flows 
beautifully as Bod grows from a child with 
the Freedom of the Graveyard into a young 
man yearning to be surrounded by people 
who breathe.

Gaiman also wrote the popular Coraline, 
which has just been released as an animated 
movie.

Recommended for readers ages 14 and 
up who enjoy dark, thoughtful stories, with 
excellent action sequences.  No cussing or 
kissing; the lurking and chasing is center-
stage but the actual violence is off-stage. 

I recently flew to Santa Barbara to celebrate 
the 20th birthday of a lovely, funny college 

student–who happens to be our daughter. I 
attended a couple of  her classes at UCSB 
and occupied my time listening, watching 
the students, and recalling the challenges of 
paying attention to a long lecture. At one 
point, I decided to review the bird photos 
I’d taken, and Katrina leaned over and 
whispered, “Mom–don’t take a picture!” I 
wasn’t going to do that! I found other things 
to do that could embarrass her.... A student 
bicycled along playing a sprightly tune on a 
concertina with both hands, and I shouted, 
“Thank you!” But that wasn’t too embarrass-

ing, because he shouted back, “Thank you!” 
I wore a head scarf to ward off  the blustery 
weather, not caring that I looked silly, and I 
asked a bus driver the same question twice 
in row–I didn’t notice it was the same bus 
(once, going North, and once, going South.) 
I’ve never been shy, but I do find myself  less 
inhibited than before as I grow older.

I had the pleasure of spending lots of time 
with Katrina and her boyfriend, met fellow 
students, her roommate and her co-workers. 
She was grateful when I purchased supplies 
(snack bars, strawberries, milk, pens, slippers 
and a flash drive.) We heard John Cleese (of 
Monty Python fame) speak on campus, went 
to a movie, shopped a bit, birdwatched and 
admired the beautiful California coastline. I’m 
not sure if absence makes the heart grow fonder, 
because I miss her even more, now that I’ve spent 
time with her. But she’ll come home over spring 
break! And we are planning to visit our son in 
the Marshall Islands in a couple of months, so I 
can miss him more than ever. Our offspring have 
certainly given us interesting places to visit!

Stacks of photos?

Karen Weber
Creative Memories

Consultant

Visit my new website:
www.creativememories.com/kweber

206-542-8850

Richmond Beach
Photo Albums & Supplies

Classes & Workshops

Join Dr. Fran Pinault ND, expert on
Bio-identical hormones for a discussion on:
• The symptoms of  hormonal imbal-

ances.
• The causes of hormonal imbalances.
• The distinction of  Bio-identical hor-

mones.
• The safety of Bio-identical hormones.
• How you can create hormonal balance 

with or without hormone supplementa-
tion.

• A look at age-related changes to skin, 
weight control, memory, mood and sex 
drive and what you can do to improve 
them.

This discussion will be available at the: 
Shoreline Library
345 NW 175th St., Shoreline
Thursday, March 5th 7:00, 8:30 p.m.

 
Dr. Fran M. Pinault MS, LAc, ND, is the Director 
of the Shoreline Natural Medicine Clinic.

Ladonna’s Cleaning
House Cleaning Services

Senior rates, pet friendly
Licensed, bonded, insured

206-781-8876

Pet Care and Personal Services
Pet Care/Dog Walking and Errand Services

• • •
For a consultation on what I can provide to 

make your life easier to manage, call 

206-498-6180 

Please support our advertisers!

the plant collection are offered at the Kruck-
eberg Botanic Garden through the Shoreline 
and Edmonds Parks and Recreation Depart-
ments. Tours last 2 to 2½ hours. The cost is 
$10 per person; registration is required. To 
register for the tour on March 14th, contact 
the Edmonds Parks Department at 425-771-
0230. To register for the tour on March 28th, 

contact the Shoreline Parks Department at 
206-418-3383. 

Garden Work Parties 
March 15th and April 5th, 12 p.m.–4 p.m.

Help maintain your neighborhood garden! 
Volunteers do much of the weeding, raking, 
and mulching that the garden needs at our 
work parties, held on the first and third Sun-
days of each month from March–October. 
Snacks and tools are provided. 

spring ushers in 
garden events
Contined from page 4
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Jeff  & Linda Brons, Owners
206-940-3480

RICHMOND BEACH based
Owned & operated since 1992

Fax: 800-862-7450
www.bronscapes.com

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

Skyline Windows Inc.
Kevin Sill, Owner

Manufacturer of vinyl and aluminum
windows, patio doors and screens

Please support our advertisers!

QUALITY WORKMANSIP SINCE 1984 JOHNSRG160DA
Residential & Apartments

Composition • Shakes • Torchdown Roofing
Free Estimates • References Available

All Work Guaranteed • Bonded • Insured
206-542-6692

Full Service Contractor in
your own back yard!

Specializing in:
Home Building • Remodeling

Dirt Work

Serving the Shoreline/Edmonds
area for over 15 years

Contact: Tom Schultz, Owner
at 206-396-6045

for an estimate.

TGC TOP GRADE CONSTRUCTION, LLC.

I have personally
recommended
Gerry many times.
Always a very
satisfied customer.
         –Jerry Girmus

2 0 6 - 5 3 3 - 9 1 1 2

To Build
is to Dwell

I N S P I R E D  •  R E S I D E N T I A L  •  D E S I G N

w w w . f o u r f o l d a r c h i t e c t u r e . c o m

Scott Becker, AIA

A R C H I T E C T U R E

Call for artists at 
the Library Art 
show
Act now for a spot to sell your 
art and handcrafted goods

The 43rd annual Richmond Beach Li-
brary Art Show will be held May 8 and 9. 
If  you are an artist or crafter who would 
like to exhibit and sell your work, this is a 
wonderful opportunity. The fee of $10 allows 
you to sell up to 20 artist-made items, with 
a limit of three hung pieces of art per artist. 
The Friends of  Richmond Beach Library, 
sponsor of the event, keeps only 10 percent 
of the sale price and they set up and manage 
the show so you don’t even have to sit there 
all day. Contact Karen Thielke at 206 542-
3641 for a registration packet, or pick one 
up at the library. 

Get your garden tour on!
By Lynn Wright

sayres students advance 
in Reflections competition
Hannah Matsen, Reflections Chair

Two students from Sayres Elementary will 
be competing at the state level in Washington 
State PTA Reflections program.  

This program is an art competition and 
recognition program. Students submit their 
entries (music composition, film, visual arts, 
dance, photography, literature) first at the 
school level. Finalists compete next at the 
council (district) level.  After that,  council 
finalists compete statewide, and finally, 
those finalists will have their art exhibited 
nationwide.

The students who will be competing at the 
state level are:

Vanessa Seymour, 5th grade: film 
Maki Nakano, 3rd grade: visual arts

Honorable mention went to :
Anna Pitts, 2nd grade:  photography
Vanessa Seymour, 5th grade: photography

My third life
By Chris Riveland

My life as a widow began on December 
10, 2008, a bit before noon, when my 

best friend—my husband of 51½ years—was 
promoted to a better existence. Some patients 
who suffer a massive brain aneurysm could 
exist in a vegetative state for months. His 
serene ending made my new beginning less 
traumatic than I could have ever imagined. 
We as a family decided to disconnect life 
support. What a blessing, to stand around 
his bed, holding hands with all our children, 
placing a hand on him, and letting him know 
it was all right to leave. Less than ten minutes 
after removing life support, he soared. 

Two months have passed. Though the 
children and grandchildren have not left my 
side since, and friends and extended family 
have visited, memories swirl about like foam-
crested waves at a gentle beach. And I ask, 
“Now what?” That question will become 
harder to answer with time. The immediate 
busy work—arranging for all manner of 
documents, making correct decisions accord-
ing to Dale’s will and taking care of business 
matters—is time-filling and time-consuming. 
But after the memorial service on January 31, 
come February, his birthday month, I must 
thoughtfully plan how to spend the rest of 
my life without my best friend. 

So, why write of this? Not until last night, 
vividly remembering my husband’s serene 
death, did it become clear to me why I write 
stories. The events I was part of and tell about 
are real, having taught me many lessons and 
made me the strong, self-reliant, confident 
person I have become. 

I fancy that my children and grandchil-
dren might be interested in the journey I’ve 
traveled, how I got to this 74-year juncture in 
my life. Let them discover that their mother 
and grandmother did not initially inhabit 
such inner strength, and was not always so 
self-assured and assertive. 

Let them see what it took for me to ma-
ture, and let them perhaps absorb a snippet 
of  insight here and there: that my early 
life was in many ways privileged, but also 
fraught with emotional upheaval, physical 
and psychological abuse, sadness and trau-
ma; let them find out that I had courage and 
perseverance; that sacrifice was part of  my 

path; and how I dealt with all challenges. Let 
them realize that logical reasoning, adhering 
to ethics and altruism and demonstrating 
absolute faith in a higher power outside 
myself  are marvelous survival techniques; let 
them realize the importance of  encourage-
ment from genuine friends along the way, a 
bonus. And let them discover that the love 
of  my husband and his enduring, rational 
way of  looking at life was a gift to me in 
so many ways these past 51½ years, and a 
puzzle during other times.

My stories are not extraordinary but rep-
resent part of a family legacy. In the end, my 
life experiences actually don’t matter; but, as 
Michael Josephson said:

• What will matter is not your memories 
but the memories that live in those who 
loved you.

• What will matter is not what you bought, 
but what you built; not what you got, but 
what you gave.

• What will matter is not your success, but 
your significance.

• What will matter is not what you learned, 
but what you taught.

• What will matter is every act of integrity, 
compassion, courage, or sacrifice that en-
riched, empowered or encouraged others 
to emulate your example.

• What will matter is not your competence, 
but your character.

• What will matter is not how many people 
you knew, but how many will feel a lasting 
loss when you’re gone.

• What will matter is how long you will be 
remembered, by whom and for what.

• Living a life that matters doesn’t happen 
by accident. It’s not a matter of circum-
stance, but of choice. Choose to live a life 
that matters.

 I add, “It all comes from living a life God 
would not be ashamed to call me one of His 
creations.”

In this light I will relate my stories—the 
positive, the negative, the humorous, the 
trials and high points—and in my attempts 
I will try to avoid boring my readers with 
superfluous jargon.

My solo journey continues to unfold.

It seems we’ve been in a long, drawn out 
cool spell, doesn’t it? Our temperatures have 
been persistent and steady, ranging from a 
high of 32°, and a low of 32°. That must be 
why I haven’t received much in the way of a 
feverish response to last month’s request to 
join the fun of the 2009 Richmond Beach 
Garden Tour. I’m confident that by the time 
you read this, we will have basked in the 
warmth of some glorious pre-spring days, 
the gardening bug will have a firm grip on 
your shovel, my phone will be ringing off  
the hook, or, at the very least, I’ll awake one 
morning to a full e-mail in-box! 

Please consider being a part of the tour, 
there’s never been a better year to turn over 
a little new ground! It’s a great way to meet 
others and help grow our community a little 
closer. It’s definitely an event you won’t want 
to miss, whether you are a garden host or 
tourist.

I’ll let you in on a little secret. I know of 
two new participants for this year’s tour and 
I am excited to take a sneak peak preview 

of their gardens. 
Just as excited 
as I would be 
if  you signed 
up! Far be it 
from me to 
use scare tac-
tics, intimi-
dation, or all 
out arm twisting, 
but with the increased 
number of  gardens 
we had last year, the 
day might come that 
we have to limit the 
number of gardens. GASP! You 
can view only so many gardens in a day! The 
deadline to sign up is April 15th. The date of 
the tour is Saturday, June 13th. I’m patiently 
waiting to hear from you; my team is eagerly 
awaiting your call. Please pick up the phone 
and call now.

Lynn Wright, 206-542-4554, or e-mail 
beachrights@comcast.net
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March calendar of 
community events

March calendar of community events continued on page 8

shoreline senior Center
18560 1st Avenue NE, #1 • Shoreline, WA 98155 • (206) 365-1536

Ice Cream Social
Tuesday, March 3, right after lunch

A yummy treat! Sponsored by Richmond Beach Medical and Rehabilitation Center. 

PROBUS 
Tuesday, March 17, 11:00 a.m. 

In the Exercise Room.

Happy Birthday Members Lunch
Thursday, March 19th

Free lunch to members celebrating a birthday in January.

Big Band Dance
Sunday, March 22, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m

Third Place Commons in the Lake Forest Park Towne Centre. Hear the Microsoft Big Band 
play dance tunes from the likes of Duke Ellington, Stan Kenton, Count Basie and more! 
No fee for this event. 

Red Hat Society
Friday, March 27, 12:30 p.m., 

In the Bridge Room.
This group is always planning great activities. Come and join them.

Welcome to New and Renewing Center Members 
Friday, March 27 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

If  you would like to learn more about the activities, classes and servies offered at the center, 
we will be providing that opportunity for new and renewing center members. 

More Matter of Balance Classes 
Wednesday, March 4 through April 22

Another session of this popular class will be presented from March 4, to April 22. This is 
an 8-session class with enrollment limitations, so register at the Center’s front desk as soon 
as possible, or call 206-365-1536. 

The Senior Center is working in collaboration with the Shoreline Fire Department to 
host these classes. The number of falls in our area are very high, so we are targetting people 
who are 60+ and living in their own homes to help them become aware of how to keep safe 
and independent. The classes are taught by Scott Theisen, our social worker and Toshiko 
Aramaki, one of the Center’s exercise instructors. 
 

Dental Care
1st, 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month 

The dental hygiene services have been so popular through All Smile Dental Hygiene Services, 
that we are now offering a third Thursday.

New Yoga Basics
Begins Friday, March 6, 10-11:00 a.m. 

This class will be mainly chair-based for easy stretches and seated postures.

Metro Stickers 
There is a new $27.00 fee for the Metro monthly Access card.

Class offers introduction to digital photography

Currently en-
ro l l e d  i n  t he 
Senior Center’s 
Digital Camera 
Basics class are, 
from left to right, 
S u s i e  Ja rv i s, 
Irene Betor and 
Dian Clark. This 
was taken during 
the “photo shoot” 
day, which is part 
of the class.

Digital cameras might seem to present a 
daunting puzzle. However, the Digital Cam-
era Basics course offered at the Shoreline 
Senior Center leads students through the 
elementary steps.

The class is four sessions, with the first two 
sessions concentrating on the functions of the 
camera and how to take good photos, and 
the last two centered on getting your photos 
from the camera to the computer. Practical 

applications, such as how to include a photo 
in a document, how to e-mail a photo and 
how to make files, are covered. 

Fees for the four-session class are $40 
for Senior Center current members, $50 
for non-members. March classes begin on 
Wednesday, March 4; April classes will begin 
Wednesday, April 8. Call 206-365-1536 for 
more information. 

Vegetation Management Plan. Community 
leaders are still being sought to spearhead 
the Friends of Saltwater Park group to help 
maintain the restored areas of  the park 
throughout the year. If  you are interested 
in being a member, please contact Maureen 
Colaizzi at mcolaizzi@shorelinewa.gov or 
(206) 801-2603. 

Richmond Beach Saltwater Park is a 40-
acre park located in the west portion of the 
City of  Shoreline in the Richmond Beach 
neighborhood. The park is bordered by 
Puget Sound on the west.  It is the only park 
in the city to provide direct public access to 
the saltwater shoreline.  The park provides 
views of Puget Sound and is widely used by 
the community for such activities as strolls on 
the beach, enjoying the views, city-sponsored 
concerts and family picnics. 

In May 2006, Shoreline voters approved a 
bond issue to acquire park property and im-
prove parks throughout the community.  One 
element of the bond was to make improve-
ments to Richmond Beach Saltwater Park. 
Improvements identified in a recently com-
pleted master plan include erosion control and 
safety measures, trail and landscape upgrades, 
natural area enhancements and upgrades to 
restrooms, picnic areas and parking.

In 1890, C. W. Smith platted a property as 
Richmond Beach to sell parcels as a business 
and resort community. It was one of the first 
properties to be platted west of 20th Avenue 
NW and south of NW 200th Street.

Come celebrate the completion of 
saltwater Park’s improvements
By Maureen Colaizzi

A dedication is planned for Saturday, 
March 21 at 1:00 p.m. to be held at the newly 
created Terrace (just south of the caretaker’s 
house). 

Construction that began last fall is coming 
to an end, and the park is now open. Final 
touches are being made while the park is 
open including, the art features, trellis and 
landscaping. 

The project has improved the park en-
trance road, sidewalks, stairs, and trails 
along with slope stability. New improvements 
include a beach wash-down, a new overlook 
parking area across from the caretaker’s 
residence and a new terrace activity area 
with parking just south of  the caretaker’s 
residence, picnic area and gathering space. 
The new entry, a public art piece, and way-
finding and interpretive educational signage 
provide final polish. 

The installation of  “Reflex Solaris,” a 
public art piece by Laura Haddad and Tom 
Drugan is supported by 1% for the Arts. 
The piece includes an interactive concrete 
and steel sundial in the central activity area 
(near the children’s play structure) and five 
steel reflectors that will cast images of the 
surrounding environment. Standing on the 
sundial at designated spots, one can look east 
at the hillside to see the steel reflectors along 
the true north, winter and summer solstice 
and fall and spring equinox lines. 

Habitat restoration, a goal of the Master 
Plan, continues with the completion of the 

two off-leash dog park sites approved
By Susan Will

King County Animal Control estimates 
that Shoreline residents collectively own over 
12,000 dogs. By spring, Shoreline dogs and 
their people will have a park of their own 
for year-round romping and socializing at 
Shoreview. A second seasonal-use park at 
Richmond Beach Saltwater Park will provide 
the much coveted access to saltwater from 
November through early spring.

These pilot sites, recommended by the 
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
(PRCS) Board and the Off-Leash Dog Area 
Study Group, were approved by the City 
Council at its January 26 meeting.

“Shoreline’s quality of  life is enriched by 
the wealth of  recreation opportunities our 
beautiful and abundant parks provide,” says 
PRCS Director Dick Deal. “Adding places 
for dogs to play without leashes builds on 
that by offering another way for the com-
munity to enjoy its parks.”

The Shoreview site, located at 700 NW 
Innis Arden Way, is approximately 2.5 
acres in the northeastern corner of  the 
park in an open lot adjacent to Shoreline 
Community College. The now vacant lot 
can immediately be readied as a traditional 
off-leash area. The City will add fencing, 
surface improvements, dog waste stations 
including bag dispensers, rules signs and a 
portable restroom. 

The site recommended for seasonal use 
is the 300 feet of  beach beginning just south 
of  where the bridge exits into the sand at 
Richmond Beach Saltwater Park, 2021 NW 
190th Street. This 1.2 acre site offers sandy 
beaches, water access and nearby restrooms 
and parking. The area will be open to off-
leash dogs only from November through 
early spring during off-peak visitor use. Be-
cause this area is along the beach, Shoreline 
completed an environmental study.

The city will reg-
ularly maintain and 
monitor the dog parks 
during the pilot period. 
In late 2010, Shoreline 
will evaluate the sites 
to identify issues that 
should be addressed 
and to determine if  the 
dog parks are perform-
ing as expected.

For more informa-
tion, visit Off-Leash 
Dog Park under the 
projects pull  down 
menu at www.shore-
linewa.gov or contact 
Parks Project Coordi-
nator Maureen Colaizzi 
at (206) 801-2603.

 

Artist’s sketch of the new sundial at Richmond Beach Saltwater Park

Nikita is eager to try out Shoreline’s two new off-leash parks
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building site. Paired with this environmental 
fantasy is another of Pearson’s short plays.  In 
Karmic Koffee, a brew that can put Starbuck’s 
to shame is peddled by a young man who 
wishes good fortune to the world he sells his 
product to. 
A coffee, cookie and discussion time is sched-
uled after the presentation when audience, 
playwright, and cast will have the opportunity 
to exchange thoughts about the script.

The Shoemaker and the Elves
by Tears of Joy Theatre
Saturday, Mar 21 at 11:00 a.m.; all seats $6

Shoreline Community College Campus Theater, 
16101 Greenwood Ave N Bldg 1600, Shoreline 
WA 98133
 
Please join the Shoreline Lake Forest Arts 
Council’s Children’s Series for The Shoemaker 
and the Elves, a folktale/fairytale recounted by 
the Grimm brothers. Tears of Joy Theatre’s ad-
aptation of this classic story sparkles with wit 
and humor as two endearing elves come to the 
rescue of shoemak-
er, Mel Footmeyer 
and his wife Tootsie. 
Each night the elves 
create more shoes 
and soon everyone 
wants a pair. The play 
is performed with rod 
puppets, hand-rod 
puppets and shadow 
puppets.

March calendar of community events (continued)

richmond beach Library
Call 546-3522 for information

 

shoreline school district

Read to Me!
This program runs through June 2009.

For children ages 0 to 5 and their caregivers.  Read 
together for 20 minutes for 20 days in a month, 
and bring a completed “Read to Me” form to 
the library to select a free prize book. Ask at the 
Information Desk for more details.  

Pajamarama Story Time
Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18 and 25 at 7:00 p.m.

All young children welcome with parent or 
caregiver. Wear your pj’s and join us for books, 
stories and songs. 

Top Ten Preschool Parenting Problems
Thursday, March 12, 2009 @ 7:00 p.m.

Educator Roslyn Duffy shares ideas and infor-
mation from her latest book, Top 10 Preschool 
Parenting Problems. Duffy’s previous books 
include Positive Discipline: The First Three 
Years and Positive Discipline for Preschoolers. 
Parents, childcare providers and educators 
welcome. For adults only.

Toddler Story Tim
Thursdays, March 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 10:15 a.m.

Ages 2 to 3 with adult; siblings welcome. Join 
us for books, finger plays, stories and songs just 
for toddlers. 

Preschool Story Time
Thursdays, March 5, 12, 19 and 26 at 11:00 a.m.

Ages 3 to 6 with adult; siblings welcome. We 
will continue to explore the alphabet and 
share the wonderful world of books with your 
preschooler.

Study Zone
Every Monday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. when 
school is in session.

Homework help for K through 12. 

Game On and Mural Project
Thursdays, March 12 and 26, 4:00 p.m.

The Game On/Mural Project (GOMP) is video 
gaming and manga art for teens. Gamers and 
artists in middle and high school play multi-
player video games and create a full-wall mural. 
Games might include Wii, “DDR,” “Guitar 
Hero,” “Cooking Mama” and others. Bring 
your talents to the library and get GOMP!

Afternoon Book Discussion
Monday, March 2, 2:00 p.m.

Join us for a lively discussion of Olive Kitteridge 
by Elizabeth Strout.

Evening Book Discussion
Monday, February 2, 7:00 p.m.

Join us for a lively discussion of Olive Kitteridge 
by Elizabeth Strout.

Free ESL classes in cooperation with 
Shoreline Community College
Tuesday evenings 6:30–8:20 and  
Saturdays 10:00 a.m.–12:50 p.m.,  
January 6th to March 14th

Students must be 16 years or older, registration 
required; call library to register (206-546-3522). 
Classes are for low-intermediate to high-inter-
mediate level students.  Classes will teach English 
reading, writing, speaking and listening skills that 
can be used in everyday life, including at work 
and in the community. Attendance at all classes 
is important. 

Talk Time
Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. 

Improve your speaking and listening skills in 
this English conversation group.

Richmond Beach Community Council 
General Meeting
Tuesday, March 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the Con-
gregational Church, 1512 Northwest 195th. 

Joe Tovar, Planning Director for the City of 
Shoreline, will return to answer more questions 
and give the latest news about the proposed 
Point Wells development. 

Exhibit, “Mareen Schultz Kruckeberg: A 
Horticultural Legacy for the Washington 
Community”
Through March 14. Museum hours Tuesday–
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.; free

Shoreline Historical Museum. The exhibit fea-
tures photos, writings, botanical illustrations 
and related to Kruckeberg’s life.

Mareen S. Kruckeberg: Cutting Knowledge 
Through her Legendary MsK Nursery
Saturday, March 7, 1:00 p.m.; free

Shoreline Historical Museum. Landscape Ar-
chitect Liz Birholz will speak about the life 
and significance of Mareen S. Kruckeberg

Richmond Beach Saltwater Park Dedication
Saturday, March 21, 1:00 p.m. 

At the newly created Terrace, just south of the 
caretaker’s house. The project, which improved 
park features and added new ones, includes a 
public art piece. 

Bloodmobile
Saturday, March 14, from 10 to 4 

The Bloodmobile will be at the fire station, 
corner of  Richmond Beach Road and 20th 
Ave NW.

Garden Work Parties at the Kruckeberg 
Botanic Garden
March 15th and April 5th, 12 p.m.–4 p.m.

Help maintain your neighborhood garden! 

Volunteers do much of  the weeding, raking, 
and mulching that the garden needs at our work 
parties, held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each 
month from March through October. Snacks 
and tools are provided. Contact the garden 
at 206-546-1281 or see www. kruckeberg.org/
volunteer for details, and see pages 4 and 5 of 
this newspaper for additional events.

Park Clean Up Day
Saturday, April 25, 9:00 a.m.

At Richmond Beach Community Park, by the 
library. Save the date! This year’s project will 
be to paint the walls of the Richmond Beach 
Community Park. 

IVY Out Work Parties for Earth Day 
Saturday, April 25, 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Southwoods: Meet at Shorecrest H.S. south 
parking lot, 25th Ave NE at NE 153rd

Boeing Creek: Meeting spot: Kiosk near NW 
175th St and 6th Ave NW

And the list will grow! Information: Parks De-
partment (206) 801-2611

Strawberry Festival, Art Show and other events
Friday May 8 and Saturday, May 9

See page 3 of this newspaper for a rundown 
of all the great activities going on throughout 
this weekend

Embrace Shoreline Schools
Saturday, May 16, 9:00 a.m.–noon

Volunteer-run clean ups at all schools in the 
Shoreline School District. A joint project of lo-
cal churches, PTSAs and neighborhood groups. 
Information and contacts: www.embraceshore-
lineschools.org.   

Community Garage Sale
 Saturday, May 16

For buyers and sellers alike! Sponsored by Rich-
mond Beach Community Association

Community Help needed
Sponsors for Strawberry Festival (before May 9)
Looking for sponsors for two inflatables ($250 each) and the Shorewood High School Senior Pho-
tography Exhibit ($200 scholarship). Contact Sheri Ashleman at 542-9147 orsbashle@aol.com. 

Volunteers for Strawberry Festival (May 9)
Need helpers to set up, assist at food booths, run games and activities and clean up. Contact Sheri 
Ashleman at 542-9147 or sbashle@aol.com.

Upcoming Community Eventsshoreline-Lake Forest Park Arts Council
18560 1st Ave NE, Shoreline, WA 98155.  

Office hours Monday—Friday, noon–5:00 p.m.

206-417-4645; web: shorelinearts.net; e-mail: info@shorelinearts.net

shorecrest Performing Arts Center 
15343 25th Ave NE, Shoreline, WA 98155

BodyVox 2
March 7, 2009, 
7:30pm

Shorecrest Per-
fo r m i n g  A r t s 
Center
Tickets: $20/18. 
Purchase tickets 
at the event or 
from the SAC contacts listed above

What better way to celebrate the coming of 
spring than an evening of high energy, frolick-
ing fun? Please join the Shoreline-Lake Forest 
Park Arts Council for an exciting evening with 
BodyVox2. A BodyVox2 performance is breath-
takingly physical; highly original; passionately 
lyrical and frequently whimsical. BodyVox has 
a reputation for choreography that is both 
adventurous and innovative—challenging 
and engaging for committed dance fans, while 
also remaining accessible to new audiences. 
BodyVox2 will feature energized dance, unex-
pected storytelling, original cinema and human 
comedy. Web site: www.bodyvox.com

Saving Nature and Karmic Koffee
by Nicola Pearson
Monday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m.

In the Ballinger Room at Shoreline Center
 
The Shoreline-Lake Forest Park Arts Council is 
proud to present two plays by Nicola Pearson, 
Saving Nature is an improbable, but compelling, 
story of the rescue of Nature from an industrial 

Shoreline Support Staff Appreciation Week
March 9-13

No School, Grades K-12; Staff Work Day
Friday, Mar. 13

Regional History Day Contest
Friday, Mar. 13

Shoreline Center

District Math Olympiad
Saturday, Mar. 14

Shorecrest High School

School Board Meeting
Mon., Mar. 16, 7:00 p.m.

Shoreline Center

No School—Spring Break
Mar. 30 - Apr. 3

Shoreline Public Schools Foundation 
Appreciation Week
Mar. 16-19

syre Elementary school
Parent Coffee
Tue., Mar. 10, 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Partners in Print Workshop
Thur., Mar. 19, 6:00-7:30 p.m.

PTA General Membership Meeting, Golden 
Acorn and Outstanding Educator Award 
Ceremony
Tue., Mar. 24, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

No School for AM Kindergarten Only for 
Parent Conferences
Mar. 23-27

No School for ADK Only for Parent 
Conferences
Mar. 25-27

Early Release for Grades 1-6 for Parent 
Conferences
Mar. 25-27, 11:50 a.m.

Einstein Middle school
Westside Choral Festival
Tue., Mar. 3, 7:00 p.m.

Shoreline Center

Counselors begin registration of current  
7th grade Einstein students
Mon., Mar. 9

Einstein Open House/Curriculum Showcase/
Ice Cream Social/PTA Awards
Thur., Mar. 12, 7:00-8:45 p.m.

Junior All State Orchestra and Band
Saturday, Mar. 14

Highline Performing Arts Center (Olympia)

8th Grade Night at Shorewood
Tue., Mar. 17, 6:00 p.m.

Sno-King MS Band Festival
Tue., Mar. 17

Shoreline Center

SKMEA Orchestra Festival
Wed., Mar. 18

ECA

Concert Band
Mon., Mar. 24, 7:00 p.m.

Einstein Cafeteria

shorewood High school
Orchestra Concert
Tue., Mar. 10, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

SW Auditorium

Band Concert
Wed., Mar. 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m.

SW Auditorium

Blood Drive
Thur., Mar. 12

World Night
Thur., Mar. 12, 5:00-8:00 p.m.

Gymnasium

Drill/Flags Friends and Family Night
Mon., Mar. 16

High School WASL Testing
Mar. 16-19

Einstein Registration Night
Tue., Mar. 17, 6:00 p.m.

Library


